LOUISIANA STATE 

WRESTLING & BOXING COMMISSION
NEW ORLEANS, LA 
MINUTES

APRIL 11, 2013

1) ATTENDEES:  
ALVIN TOPHAM (A.T.)
BUDDY EMBANATO (B.E.)
JOHN GREEN, JR. (J.G.) 
PATRICK MCGINITY (P.M.) 
DR. THOMAS FERGUSON (T.F.) 
HAROLD WILLIAMS (H.W.)
BOBBY DUPRE (B.D.) 
2) MINUTES:
B.E. moves to accept March 2013 minutes as written; T.F. seconds; passed, all ayes.

J.G. moves to pay bills & payroll; B.E. seconds; passed, all ayes.

3) INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:
Teddy Nall
James Johnson
Scott Dawson
4) LICENSE RENEWALS:
Mr. Dawson: re-apply for MMA promoter's license; requests a show date of May 18 @ Delta Downs, Vinton, LA; shows are well done and well attended; A. T. recommends renewal; J.G. moves to approve renewal; BD Seconds; renewal passed, all ayes. Bond is in renewal but every thing else is up to date...A. T. spoke to bonding firm and they are processing new bond & will send directly to A.T.

James Johnson: applying for a boxing promoter's license - bond is in process; d/b/a Prime Time Sports Promotions, LLC; wants to promote boxing in Shreveport/Bossier area; B.E. reviews first time promoting requirements; purse rules, contracts for fights, Fed i.d.'s for contestants, bout orders, etc.; need official’s money at weigh-in (cash only)...explains blood test process & importance of timing. A.T. stresses importance of promoter responsibilities, especially on blood work....stresses that he needs to keep on fighters to make sure they have proper paperwork, etc. 

J. G. reviews past experiences with J.J., especially his email asking if he gave "large donation" to commission, would it help his situation.

P.M. tells him under no circumstances, if he should be approved for promoter's license, will he be in the ring schooling fighters and if the commission hears of such activities, he'll be revoked. 

J.J. asks to withdraw his previous application for a boxing license and apply just for a promoter's license; J.G. says financial statement seems in order. 

B.E. agrees w/P.M. and stresses to J.J. there’s a big difference in being a boxer & a promoter; issue is if this commission believes he has the experience to put on a show. B.D. says he has to start somewhere. B.E. doesn't want him to try & do a big show right off the bat and advises him to start off small.

Dr. Ferguson is disturbed about that email on the "large donation"; J.J. says he did not mean that the commission takes bribes; T.F. states this commission does not operate that way and don't do that again. 

B.D. moves to approve license pending receipt of bond; B.E. stresses that J.J. will be reviewed on his shows & he will report to the commission any issues he has with J.J.'s promotion abilities.  J. J. says he understands; wants 6/21 show date. B. E. seconds; P. M. votes nay; passed by majority.

B.E. reviews J.J.'s record on fights w/commission & shows and why he was suspended in LA; still need his application for show date.

Teddy Nall: applying for wrestling promoters' license; been around wrestling game a long time...bond is in process; wants show w/Contraband Days group; he was contacted to do a charity show by the group in St. Landry parish. Doesn't need a license to promote charity shows, but would like to have his promoter's license. Russell gives him an application to fill out. B.E. moves to accept; H.W. seconds; passed all ayes.  He and A.T. will get together on his show date as soon as he has a firm date & applies on line for it.
5) PREVIOUS SHOWS:

Russell Naquin reviews charity show; A.T. reviews Anthony Baham in Ponchatoula; nice event center there. 

6) FUTURE SHOWS:
Chad Broussard: boxing show on 6/22 @ Evangeline Downs; he wants to cancel this date & move it to Charenton 6/29th.

June 6th - Landmark Hotel in Metairie- boxing - Les Bannano; received all funds for show date, license, etc.

B. E. says Cassidy Riley told him his money man will be getting touch with him RE: future wrestling show

MMA pro Ponchartrain Center - 4/26/2013 

7) NEW BUSINESS:
J.G.: Received a letter from Mary Landrieu on ex-convict, Frank "the seed" McCall.. B.E. has already responded to the gentleman outlining rules for licensing at fights upon physicals. He also needs a Federal i.d.

Meeting room: B. E. had a conversation with someone at the capital on why we are not meeting at the capital anymore and the gentlemen said we could use the legislative side with the same conditions as before (need agenda one week before; if they need the room we have to find another place, etc.).

Blood Tests:  A.T. says another problem w/faked blood work...there is a registry but all states require different types of tests. B. E. reviews commission rules (need 5 days before fight). Some promoter's you have to oversee more than others; T.F. agrees with 5 days because of his experience at ring side with fighters turning in inappropriate paperwork.

T.F. wants to discuss 40 year old fighters: reviews correspondence from Jan Hubbard, a med. specialist, who consults with ABC, on blood tests, aged fighters, etc.  B.E. has forwarded T.F.'s response to Dr. Hubbard.
Motion made by J.G. to hire Addie Fields and Russell Naquin as permanent part-time employees of the commission; Addie will have a monthly salary of $880.00 per month and her present accounting/recording/promulgation duties will be amended to include paralegal duties as needed by the secretary and/or the commission; Russell Naquin will receive a monthly salary of $450.00 for an interim period pending more research by J.G.; H. W. seconds; passed, all ayes.

8) OLD BUSINESS:  NONE

9) EXECUTIVE SESSION:
B.E. moves to adjourn to executive session as per LRS 42.6.1A(2); H.W. seconds; passed, all ayes.  Commission adjourns to executive session.

10) ADJOURNMENT:

   Next meeting Thursday, 5/9/2013. 
       B.E. moves to adjourn; H.W. seconds; meeting adjourned.
